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Saints Philip and James 

Open School Board Meeting Minutes   

May 15, 2017 

7:30pm 

 

 

 

School Board Members in Attendance: 

Mrs. Jennifer Bjorklund, Mrs. Tara Chiappone, Mrs. Kelly Collett, Mrs. Chris Ewald, Mrs. Nancy Greubel, 

Father Tom Haggerty, Dr. Gus Mantia, Mrs. Tracy McAlvin, Mr. Jonathan Nicastro, Mr. Joseph Piliero, Dr. Lisa 

Stephen, Mrs. Ruth Testa, Mrs. Tania Willman 

 

 

 

I. Opening Prayer 

 

II. School Board Report 

A. Introductions of 2016-2017 school year board members 

B. Thank you to all stakeholders 

C. Mrs. Testa highlighted the art exhibit from the art club as well as the kindergarten STEAM club 

D. Marketing Committee  

1. In the past, a booth has been set up at St. James Day 

2. Our children live by charity everyday and we are continuously looking for ideas 

3. Encourage participation in parish ministry as well  

E. Board Meeting topic for discussion survey was sent out via e-mail and was received with a 4% 

response rate 

F. Principal and Pastor must consider many policies when making decisions 

G. School Board authority 

1. Leadership group 

2. Spirit of cooperation with principal and pastor 

3. Review school budget 

4. Public Relations work 

5. Participate in board training provided by the Diocese 

6. No ability to implement policy.  Can only recommend, can’t mandate school instructional 

issues, and do not serve as a grievance committee 

 

III. Principal’s Report and Discussion 

A. Meet monthly and provide an update from each of the factions from the school board 

B. Enhancing the Catholic Identity 

1. Recently finished six sessions of Eucharistic Adoration with 6, 7 and 8 grade students 

C. Reconciliation 

1. Standard twice a year from second through 8th grade during Advent and Lent 

2. Students are encouraged to do more on their own 

D. Academics in line with the state and local communities 

E. Children are provided with opportunity to do community services such as visiting nursing 

homes, participating in Change for Life with baby bottles 

F. Assistant Principal will be attending the multicultural meetings by the Diocese 
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G. Communions were this past Saturday.  While the event is celebrated, the primary purpose is on 

the fundamentals of a Catholic School. 

H. Curriculum Updates 

1. Grades 4 and 6 Math tests were administered last week as a Diocesan guide to 

measure students.  The following week grades 4 and 8 will be testing in science.  ELA 

assessment was last month. 

I. Biology Regents Exam in 8th grade 

1. Must do some curriculum mapping.   

2. Proposal to roll out anticipated in September of 2018. 

3. In addition to Algebra I Common Core Regents course and exam.   

4. Entire 8th grade taking the Biology course in 8th grade during the school day.   

J. Social Studies 

1. In concert with the shifts in state curriculum changes; not so much the content but how it 

is being taught 

K. Makerspace opportunity not feasible because of lack of funds and resources.  STEM and 

STEAM are being incorporated into other curriculum, however. 

L. Students are active in the clubs:  Christian Art, STEM, Spanish, and Mandarin  

M. Next week is World Culture’s Day.  All parents are invited to attend.  Younger grades must write 

papers on the presentations. 

N. Music Concert is May 24th.  Dress rehearsal is scheduled on May 23rd. 

O. School Uniform 

1. Uniform had not been changed in 25 years 

2. Memo was sent out about the changes in January of 2016 

3. Samples were provided and on display in the school.   

4. If anyone could not pay for the uniform, then the Catholic Daughters or Knights of 

Columbus may have been able to subsidize as an option 

5. Administrative access available every conference day from 8:15am to 9pm, and no 

concerns were voiced 

6. At this meeting, concern expressed by parent that there was no consideration for a 

transition year for 8th grade students to give parents a year to absorb that year. 

7. With regard to Pinning and student attire , when students are participating in a school 

event, then students are expected to be dressed in their uniform 

8. Air conditioners have been installed in the Mary Monte building to alleviate heat from 

wearing the school uniform blazers in September and other months when it is hot 

P. Dancing Classrooms 

1. Discontinuation of the program addressed by assistant principal and physical education 

teacher, Mr. Houlihan 

2. History 

a) brought to SSPJ in 2009, originally parents asked to pay and then worked into 

the school budget as part of the PE program.   

b) The price of the company tripled, the company focused on public schools, 

participation by students was not always sufficient.   

c) Ms. Ewald was asked to send an e-mail to get opinions, and would only consider 

a trimester approach to the program 

Q. Parent Feedback 

1. Recommended more communication and more open school board meetings 

2. When making decisions that impact tradition and culture, then we need to make sure 

that students understand the reason for the changes 
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IV. Pastor’s Report 

A. Facility Improvements 

1. New doors in the front  

2. LED lighting 

3. 4th and 5th grade classrooms redone 

4. Old Church finished by 9/1 

B. Mission 

1. Age level preparation activities for weekly mass 

2. For qualification of awards, the child must be part of the ministry from 4th grade up 

C. Facilities manager can provide an air quality report as a result of the previous water in the 

basement. 

D. Updates to the Mary Monte building were given 

 

V. Tuition 

A. Presented by Mrs. Nancy Greubel 

B. 2.5% tuition increase for the 2017-2018 school year 

C. Materials fee increased from $80 to $100 

D. Graduation fee included in monthly payment instead of at the end of the year.   

E. Pre-K will be included as a part of the multi family plan now.   

F. Parent inquiry as to universal Pre-K options and to see if SSPJ can get subsidized for Pre-K.  

This would be a Diocesan issue to look into.   

G. The parish subsidizes 15% of tuition, which is $815 per child 

 

VI. School Guild 

A. Presented by Dr. Lisa Stephen 

B. Meeting in June to plan events for next year 

C. Currently SSPJ raised $55,677.71 in total plus we still have plant sale, movie night, Car Raffle, 

Family Festival.  Overall feeling that SSPJ is in good shape 

D. Playground 

1. Chocolate bar sale brought in $1200, and there was 50% participation.  

2. The lowest cost would be $50,000 for a new playground.   

3. Fundraisers can not interfere with the guild.  Grants are being looked into with the help 

of a lawyer, who is working with an assemblyman. Grant applications were submitted in 

the past.   

4. Consider a playground committee to do smaller improvements over time.   

E. Request to have a BoxTop collection bin for parishioners to be left in the School Lobby.  

Perhaps it could be made as an announcement in the bulletin. 

 

VII. School Board Survey Responses, Other Parent Questions and Discussion 

A. With regard to concerns about a student having low or poor performance in a course, parents 

are encouraged to make an appointment with Mrs. Testa 

B. In terms of the general music course, it was explained that reading music was not part of the 

curriculum. 

C. Technology Curriculum Inquiry 

1. Mrs. Falco will be the art and computer teacher again for next year 
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2. What is the curriculum?  Is there keyboarding in the lower grades?  Parents request that 

details be made available on the website so communication of information is available 

for the grade. 

3. Can rubrics be made available on the website about the projects? 

D. Biology in 8th grade 

1. An existing staff member will teach the course.  

2. Additional equipment would have to be purchased and adjustments made.   

E. Library 

1. What is the curriculum for the students?  What books are incorporated into the grades?  

Do students utilize library period  to complete homework? 

F. Middle School Sports 

1. Assistance needed in getting the word out to the parents to serve as volunteers and out 

to students in order to field teams 

2. In the fall season, the choices are soccer, volleyball and cross country.  Parent inquired 

if there are opportunities for lacrosse at the school. 

G. Fundraising 

1. Amazon Smile will not be the best option for us, be are we looking into Scrips programs 

H. STEM Opportunity for Students 

1. Stony Brook offers vacation day camps for kids in the STEM program.  Can we partner 

with them to get notifications about the programs offered?  Mrs, Testa will look into 

sharing the communication with the school community if it is forwarded to her. 

I. US Tennis Association offers free equipment for schools.  Mr. Houlihan will look into this. 

J. As in surrounding school districts, enrollment is down for next year 

 

VIII. School Board Membership 

A. Members retiring are Mrs. Kelly Collett, Mrs. Jennifer Bjorklund and Mr. Robert Draper.  Thank 

you and much appreciation for your service. 

B. Three (3) vacancies will be filled by Mrs. Wos, Mr. Wiener and Mr. Radosta… welcome! 

C. School community was reminded to reach out to Administration if there is an issue 

 

IX. School Calendar 

A. Is there anyway to spearhead calendar conflicts?  Mrs. Ewald explained the bowling night and 

Confirmation practice conflict.  Some things are unavoidable, but community asked for input if 

there were any other considerations 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:30pm 


